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10 Years of HOPE 
1999—2009 

This year, Hope Foundation is celebrating its’ ten year anniversary. 
Hope Foundation was formally established in 1999 as a corporation 
in Florida. The tenth year of Hope Foundation is a time of exciting 
developments in Bangladesh and positive changes. There are numer-
ous people that have helped Hope Foundation over the past ten years 
in managing the organization, fundraising and other support. There 
are many dedicated volunteers, doctors and nurses in Bangladesh, 
selfless administrators, and giving individuals all of whom have 
helped build Hope Foundation into what it is today - an organization 
that has provided essential medical services to many hundreds of 
thousands of needy men, women and children in Bangladesh. Hope 
Foundation is now a network consisting of one full hospital with a 
rural ambulance service and 9 Hope Medical Centers in different 
parts of Bangladesh. 

A timeline of the past 10 years of service to the poor and needy in 
Bangladesh: 

March 1999: Newspaper announcement in Dainik Cox’s Bazar of a 
new charitable hospital to be built in Cox’s Bazar. Land purchased on 
Cox’s Bazar-Teknaf road to build future hospital. 

April 1999: Hope Foundation established as a corporation in Florida 

December 1999: The first project, grandly titled ‘Cox’s Bazar Hospi-
tal for Women and Children’ , a rented two-room medical clinic 
opened its’ doors in Bangla Bazar, Cox’s Bazar to provide charitable 
healthcare to the needy, 7 hours a day, 6 days a week. 

2002: US charitable registration granted to Hope Foundation for 
Women and Children of Bangladesh 

May 2003: First meeting of US Management Committee held at Dr. 
Mahmood’s residence. Original members: Shameem G Khan, Mo-
hammed Manzur, Ismat Taher. 

2004-2005: Fundraising program begins in the US to raise money to 
construct hospital. 

April 2004: Groundbreaking ceremony for hospital 

April 2005: Inauguration ceremony for the newly built ‘Cox’s Bazar 

Hospital for Women and Children’ - a 9,000 sq. ft. 40-bed capacity 
hospital providing 24-hour medical service to the entire community. 

2006: Ambulance, x-ray, sonography services added to hospital. 

2007: Beginning of Hope Medical Centers in and around Cox’s 
Bazar to provide services to remote and medically underserved 
areas: 

Ukhia Hope Medical Center opened in April 2007. 

Harbang Hope Medical Center opened in June 2007. 

Khurushkhul Hope Medical Center opened in August 2007.  

Moheshkhali Hope Medical Center opened in December 2007. 

Summer 2007: first US student intern at hospital: Jacky Akther. 

January 2008: Major shipment of medical supplies from Direct 
Relief International following Cyclone Sidr the previous November. 

Summer 2008: second student intern: Saila Moni.. 

January 2009: opening of new Dhaka office, in Uttara for Hope 
Foundation to centralize the organization. New Bangladesh Trustee 
Board setup in Dhaka to oversee Hope Foundation’s projects and 
Dhaka office. 

March 2009: Danita Topcagic, an experienced international pro-
gram director hired by US Hope Management Committee and Advi-
sory Group to run the operation and set up guidelines for all hospi-
tals and clinics in Bangladesh. 

March 2009: Comilla Hope Medical Center opened,  

        Shariatpur Hope Medical Center opened. 

August 2009: Raul Hernandez starts as the US Office       
Executive Director 
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Monwara Rashid Hope Medical Center Harbang Hope Medical Center 

Moheshkhali Hope Medical Center Khurushkhul Hope Medical Center 

Hope Medical Centers  

Ratnapur Hope Medical Center, Banshkhali  Haji Halima Begum Hope Medical Center, Comilla 
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Hope Foundation Projects 

1. Cox’s Bazar Hospital for Women and Children 

2. Ukhia Hope Medical Center, sponsored by Mohammed Manzur 

3. Harbang Hope Medical Center, sponsored by Shameem G. Khan 

4. Khurushkhul Hope Medical Center, sponsored by Dr. Jahangir 
Alam 

5. Moheshkhali Hope Medical Center, sponsored by Mohammed Ilias 
Khan. 

6. Monkichar Hope Medical Center, Banshkhali, sponsored by Abu 
Syed, NY 

7. Ratnapur Hope Medical Center, Banshkhali, sponsored by Md. 
Mujibur Rahman, Banskhali 

8. Shariatpur: Monwara Rashid Hope Medical Center, sponsored 
by Abul Haseb Duke, FL 

9. Comilla: Haji Halima Begum Hope Medical Center, sponsored by 
Abdul Hai Babul, FL 

10. Cox’s Bazar Outdoor Center, Link Road, Cox’s Bazar 

Recent Events 

Naureen Farook, Hope Founda-
tion’s first Youth Ambassador has 
won a coveted Gates Scholarship. 
Among Naureen’s many accomplish-
ments were several years of volun-
teering and fundraising for Hope 
Foundation that ensured her achieving 
this prestigious award which covers 
complete tuition and board. She will 
be attending Emory University in the 
fall majoring in Pre-Law.  
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Opening of Hope 
Dhaka Office, 
attended by chief 
guest Syed Hasan 
on Jan. 2nd, 2009 
in Uttara. The 
office is kindly 
donated by Mr. 
Syed Hasan of 
New York, an 
adviser of Hope 
Foundation. 

 

Hope Foundation’s 
Ambulance Service 
Inauguration held 
in Bangladesh on 
27th August 2008, 
hosted by the Ro-
tary Club of Bang-
ladesh President, 
Sazzadul Hassan. 
The service will 
initially serve the 
rural areas. 

Direct Relief International’s representative, Matt 
McCalla visited Cox’s Bazar Hospital for Women and Chil-
dren in May as a follow-up visit to the one made in the pre-
vious year. As a primary partner of Hope Foundation, DRI 
have already donated medical supplies and donation towards 
the construction of two Hope Medical Centers. Matt 
McCalla was pleased to see the progress in services made at 
the hospital. Another DRI medical shipment is currently en 
route to Bangladesh. 

Juan Carlos Negrette, director of the USAID funded Smiling 
Sun Franchise Program (SSFP), visited Cox’s Bazar Hospi-
tal and one of the Hope Medical Centers in Cox’s Bazar this 
month. The SSFP team were very impressed with the level 
of service, doctors, nurses and management being provided 
by the Hope projects. SSFP are currently heading thousands 
of similar rural clinics called Smiling Sun Clinics all over 
Bangladesh. 

International Program      
Director: Danita Topcagic 

Danita Topcagic was recently hired 
as the International Program Direc-
tor. Danita was interviewed by sev-
eral of Hope board members and 
directors and impressed all with her 
compassion for the needy, out-
standing qualifications and previous 
experience in the NGO field in 
Bangladesh. Danita has been in 
Bangladesh since March and has 
currently visited all the Hope Medi-
cal Centers and hospitals. She is 
working to bring about valuable 
partnerships for Hope Foundation. In addition, Danita is helping to 
set up standard protocols and procedures for all the Hope clinics 
and hospitals including formalizing a system of monthly reports. 
The aim is to make Hope Foundation’s Dhaka office the central 
contact point for all the projects in Bangladesh. This will unify all 
the clinics and help strengthen the network, making recruitment 
more centralized and make the distribution of funding and medical 
supplies more efficient. This will also increase numbers of overseas 
volunteers, overseas students and increase partnerships with other 
NGO’s. Danita was instrumental in enabling the visit from the 
USAID project Smiling Sun Franchise Program, headed by Juan 
Carlos Negrette (see Recent Events, left).  
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Hope Foundation for Women and Children of Bangla-
desh is grateful to the following organizations: 

Australian  
High Commission 

Bangladesh 

Hope Foundation US Office recruits 
Executive Director 

Ten years of successful 
service to the poor was 
possible because of your 
generosity. Thank you so 
much for partnering with 
us to bring hope to the 
poor in Bangladesh.  

Because of your generos-
ity hundreds of thousands 
of people have access to 
health services. Every 
year many lives are saved 
and restored and receive 

education and prevention services. Large numbers of people have 
received assistance and encouragement, especially those most vul-
nerable, women and children. But the need is still demanding and 
colossal. We have accepted the challenge and are now responding 
with a new chapter of growth.  

We are pleased to announce that Hope Foundation has hired Raul 
A. Hernandez as its Executive Director. Raul is a seasoned not-for-
profit professional with more than 10 years of executive leadership 
and development experience. Previously he served as a Major Gift 
Officer in World Vision. He is now the  first point of contact for all 
the Foundation activities. He can be contacted at 954 668 9635 or 
by  e-mail at  hopefoundation.usoffice@gmail.com.  

This new chapter in the life of Hope Foundation will bring more 
and better services to the poor and needy of Bangladesh. Join us in 
this new phase in the adventure of serving the poor in Bangladesh.  

Baby Number 300! 
Since the start of the safe motherhood program sponsored by the World Health 
Organization, over 300 normal deliveries have taken place at the hospital since 
December 2007. Hope Foundation is working hard to fund an operating theater 
to conduct caesarian sections. Most mothers currently do not have the option to 
go to a medical facility. Over 90% of women have home deliveries without a 
trained attendant present. Babies and their mothers frequently die during difficult 
labor, or due to infections from unhygienic surroundings and blood loss. Caesar-
ian operations cost more than $100, even in publicly funded hospitals. Hope 
Foundation aims to provide free operations to those in need so that babies can 
get the best start in life for a healthy future.  

Your Help Can Save Lives 
By becoming a monthly member with less than a dollar per day 

you can make a difference and save lives in Bangladesh.  
 
Here is my tax-deductible gift of: 

Monthly Member $20 per month ��� �   
 
One time gift of  $ 1000 ��� �� �� � $ 500 ��� �
 $250  ��� �         $100  ��� �� �� � $____��� �  
(please make your check payable to: Hope Foundation for 
Women & Children of Bangladesh, Inc.)  
 
Tax ID # 65-0925102 
 
Name:............................................................................ 
Address: ....................................................................... 
City/State/Zip:................................................................ 
Telephone:.................................Fax:............................. 
Email:............................................................................ 
 
Hope Foundation for Women & Children of Bangladesh, Inc. is 
incorporated by the State of Florida and is a registered non-profit 
charitable organization. All contributions are tax-deductible under IRS 
regulations. 

Send donations to:  
Hope Foundation for Women & Children of Bangladesh, Inc. 
c/o Raul Hernandez, E.D. 
16401 NW 2nd Ave, Suite 202 
Miami, FL 33169     -      Phone: 954 668 9635  
e-mail: hopefoundation.usoffice@gmail.com 
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Editor: Anjumanara Mahmood 

iumahmood@gmail.com 


